The events that marked the period 1920-1924 are undoubtedly those of an interior character such as the Congress of Lushnja and the Vlora War (1920), the parliamentary elections (1921 and 1923), the June uprising (1924), etc. while the external ones are undisputed the recognition of Albania and its borders at the London Conference (9 December 1921) and its admission to the League of Nations (1921). The democratic system imposed by the Congress of Lushnja, proved to be ineffective. That is, because it didn't bring political and economic stability in the country, but on the contrary caused instability in large proportions, all because of the coup d'etat and the numerous uprisings that characterized the period 1920-1922. When the armed political struggle in Albania intensified, nationalist and moderate concepts were created in the Albanian politics. During this period, the Albanian political scene was divided into several political views through North-South contradictions, Muslim-Christian, Zogu-Noli, Conservative-Liberal, and so on. This diversity of religious, regional, political and conceptual character led to political rivalry within the Albanian leadership in Albania over the 1920-1924 period, in the name of democratic principles, even with non-democratic means. By thus creating not only a serious political climate, but also an attempt for radical changes in the country's government, such as the June Uprising of 1924.
Introduction

Political circumstances in Albania from 1920 to 1924
After the First World War, Albania was not only crushed in all areas, but it also lost its subjectivity as a result of the circumstances it had undergone during the war years. (Georges Castellan, 1997, 450) . The government of Durres, which was created immediately after the end of the war and was under Italian influence, did not duly represent the interests of the Albanian nation, so the well-known personalities sought to hold a national congress. Preparations for the congressional meeting showed that the Government of Durres was increasingly narrowing its internal support. Moreover, the Albanian officers and soldiers abandoned the government, because they were not only dissatisfied with her work, and wanted to change the overall situation in Albania. (Historia e Popullit Shqiptar III, 2007, 144) . Driven by the fear of further fragmentation of Albanian territories in the agreements that could be reached at the Peace Conference, the Albanian patriots organized a national congress that was held in Lushnja from 21 to 31 January 1920 (Hysen Selmani, 2008, 108) , outside the Italian occupation zone (Tahir Abdyli, 2003, 226-227) . Important decisions for the history of the Albanian state were made in the Lushnja Congress. What is worth mentioning is that in its program, along with the call for participation of delegates in the first paragraph is stated, that:" The purpose of the general meeting is to secure the Albanian union" (AQSH, F, Kongresi i Lushnjës, D, 1). In general, this congress reaffirmed Albania's independence, including the commitment to preserve its territorial integrity, and the non-recognition of all treaties and secret agreements that were at contrary to the interests of the Albanian state. (Afrim Krasniqi, 2006, 45) . The main decisions taken at this assembly were: the fall of the Durrës government, headed by Turhan Pasha Përmeti, which was under the Italian protectorate; the election of the Supreme Council (Council of Regency) to represent the independence of the Albanian state, until the king ascends the throne of Albania, where they were assigned: Aqif Pasha Elbasani (Bektashi), Abdi Bey Toptani (Suni Muslim), Bishop L. Bumçi (Catholic) and Doctor Mihal Turtulli (Orthodox), (Tajar Zavalani, 1998, 259) . Also, a decision was made for the formation of As the external problems were overcome, the internal problems that were mainly connected with the movement for democratic change, where the war in the Parliament and the parliamentary elections played an important role, which began in the spring of 1921, came into the forefront. Bearing in mind that this were the first constitutional elections, were for the first time political groups were involved that claimed to be political parties, it was understandable that the final result would be delayed. The entire process lasted from the end of January 1921 to April, respectively until May, when they were completed in Shkodra (Peter Bartl, 1999, 241-243) .
Due to the severe political situation on 14 November 1920, after the meeting of the Council of Ministers, the chairman of the government Sylejman Delvina demanded resignation, as a result of the constant pressure being made both from inside the government and by the National Council (Kaliopi Naska, 2000, 110) and by the High Council, institutions which repeatedly complained, because according to them the government acted without the prior approval of these bodies (Afrim Krasniqi, 2006, 48) . Whereas, according to the scholars Puto and Fischer, Prime Minister Delvina had a continuous clash with Zogu, who held the post of interior ministries, but aimed at the post of the prime minister. Under these circumstances, the loss of influence of his government, Delvina resigned, thus becoming the first Albanian government to leave, not only in a peaceful but extremely democratic way, because it lost the support of a majority in the National Council. Moreover, Prime Minister Delvina himself stated: "since we do not have a majority in the Parliament on which the government is based" (Bisedimet e Këshillit Kombëtar, 1920, 175).
Thus, after the significant restriction of activity and the resignation of the government of Sulejman Delvina (Kaliopi Naska, 2000, 111-112), efforts were made by all for the election of a new, neutral government, and for the election of a unifying prime minister for all parties (Sejfi Vllamasi, 2000, 232) . Moreover, the National Council, in its 70th meeting, held talks on the impeachment of the government of Iljaz Vrioni, who was appointed on 19 November 1920, as Prime Minister by the State Council, and was a representative of the conservative power with the support of the influential beys, who were landowners. However, this government was temporary, a fact that Prime Minister Vrioni emphasized, when he said that "his government would lead the Albanian state until a new government is created by the new parliament, which would be the result of new elections" (Kaliopi Naska, 2000, 113) . Moreover, the drafting of the bill on the new elections on 5 December 1920 and the decision to start the elections on December 21 are considered the main decisions of this government (Kaliopi Naska, 2000, 113). According to this law, elections would be held, not for the Constitutional Assembly, as required by the Lushnja Statute, but for deputies in the National Council. (Historia e Popullit Shqiptar III, 2007, 178) . This was the reason why the state of internal affairs was worsening and led to the clash of the political forces (Arben Puto, 2009, 315) .
The political life in Albania during 1920-1924 was developed thanks to the creation of the first Albanian political parties, which played an important role in the further political processes. Thus, after these elections, specifically on October 10 * the People's Party ** was created from the "National Wing". This was the largest party, which brought together most famous personalities like Fan Nolin, who was also the first party leader ( The formation of the above-mentioned political parties, which were created during the election campaign, lacked political and organizational experience. The historian Bernd Fischer, describing the political culture in Albania, says that "the power of a leader did not depend on the number of votes but the number of rifles". The Albanian position and opposition were almost equal with the number of MPs, a fact that encouraged more struggle for power. Therefore, this was the reason why there was a permanent and fierce struggle between them, causing continual government crises, until the formation of a * There are different opinions about the date of the founding of the People's Party. In the Historia e Popullit Shqiptar III…, it is said that the "People's Party" was formed on 10 October 1920. We find this date in Afrim Krasniqi, mentioned publication, p. 49. Researcher Miranda Vickers should be wrong when she writes that this party was founded on 24 April. ** This political subject was also known as the Progressive Party. See more: Miranda Vickers, mentioned publication, p. 163. It is worth pointing out that the members of this political subject were named Conservatives. Hasan Prishtina and Bajram Curri were part of the People's or Democratic Party. national coalition government in the fall of 1921 (Miranda Vickers, 2008) . But it should be borne in mind that the political parties and also the Albanian parliament were born on an unknown terrain and in extremely difficult historical circumstances. If we add to this the lack of democratic experience, the idea of demanding full parliamentary democracy and free political competition is becoming more difficult in a country where it has not yet been liberated from tribal influences and where there were still no clear borders as a result of wars and long occupations (Afrim Krasniqi, 2006, 49) .
Along with the three above-mentioned parties, a series of progressive organizations were formed during this period, aimed at oppose the rule of Muslim landowners. Such were the Federation "Atdheu" (engl. Homeland) (Neil Shehu, 1977 After the fall of Evangjeli, the mayor of Tirana, Qazim Koculi, was assigned, for the creation of the new government, who, seven hours later, fearing reactions throughout Albania, resigned. Koculin was replaced by Hasan Prishtina, whom the Supreme Council assigned to form the cabinet. Thus, on 7 December 1921, he formed the new government, which included personalities like Louis Gurakuqi Fan Noli, Bajram Curri, Hoxha Kadri Prishtina, Zija Dibra, Koco Tasi, Kristo Dako and Haki Tefiku, who held the posts of ministers (Skender Drini, 1984, 274; Xheladin Shala, 2014, 127) . But on 12 December (Kujtim Nuro & Nezir Bata, 1982, 120) , under the pressure of the citizens, mainly from the south and beys of middle east Albania, who were against the domination of the North, and after a great demonstration in Tirana, Prishtina was forced to resign.
The Government of Prishtina was replaced by Idhomeno Kosturi, whom the two members of the High Council, Aqif Pasha and Bishop Bumçi, charged with the formation of the government from office directors until the parliament meets to form a definitive government. However, neither the government cabinet, headed by Kosturi, could manage to stay long due to the lack of internal and external support. Under these circumstances, he was forced to resign, 12 days after the government's proposal, who was replaced by Xhafer Ypi (Sejfi Vllamasi, 2000, 264). ** Ora e Maleve, was founded in Shkodra by a small group of Catholics led by Luigj Gurakuqi. It became the voice of the opposition and the defense of the interests of the northern and the catholic minority of Shkodra.
After receiving promises of help from the Yugoslavs, Marka Gjoni returned to Mirdita, propagating against the Vrioni administration. While the Yugoslavs proclaimed from Prizren the so-called Mirdita Republic, he accused the Tirana Government of being a Muslim one, with a tendency of Young Turks that was planning to intervene in the religious freedom of the Mirdita who were Catholics. With this excuse, he was confident by the support of the Yugoslavs who provided funds, military preparations and armaments, and attacked the military troops. However, fortunately, this rebellion was short-lived, because his forces did not cross the figure of two thousand troops, many of whom were less Mirdita, as most were either Serbian or Albanian irregular troops. The opposition justified the uprising as an action motivated by the urgent need of the Constitutional Assembly, unlike the position, which stated that "to set the foundations of the political life of a country you cannot do the assembly under rifle under fist influence of several individuals" (Albana Mema, 2014, 142).
The same attitude with the position was also made by international organizations, who openly expressed their position for the convening of the Constitutional Assembly, but after the final determination of the borders. In the Albanian parliament, the question of the establishment of the monarchist or republican regime was treated very much. Both political groups were more concerned with preserving the existing situation, which means they were about
Omer Vrioni (Bektashi Muslim), Sotir Peci (Orthodox), Ndoc Pistuli (Catholic), Refik Toptani (Sunni Muslim). ** On 8 March 1922, a large rebel force, led by Cen Elez of Dibra, appeared in Fushë-Krujë, which then progressed to the outskirts of Tirana.
In Zogu's cabinet, there were no major changes from the pre-cabinet. The Minister of Foreign Affairs became Pandeli Evangjeli, while the post of Minister of Internal Affairs was kept by Zogu himself, which was later taken by Sejfi Vllamasi.
holding the Supreme Council, but attempting to expand its powers (Historia e Popullit Shqiptar III, 2007, 214). We can say that the constitutional assembly elections preceded this division of the political spectrum that reflected in the lack of consensus about establishing a form of governance.
By the summer of 1923, the Albanian political scene is deepening furthermore, so that the differences grew more and more between the landowners and those without land, the northern and southern, the liberals and the conservatives, the Muslims and the Christians (Orthodox and Catholics) and so on. It should be noted that one of the main causes of dissatisfaction among Christians and Muslims was the unequal treatment of Christians by the Muslim majority (Miranda Vickers, 2008, 173).
While parliament, after finishing the budget vote, ceased its activity on 18 June 1923., the parliament's dissolution sparked hope among the Albanian opposition to overthrow the government. The outcome of the elections, which precisely reflected the political climate in Albania, also highlighted regional divisions, because opposition forces mainly won in the south and north of the country. The opposition did not accept the election results, and even she was convinced that the indirect vote had won, because in the second round the results had that end because the government used scams, strength, and all they could to prevent the victory of the wing of Noli (Robert C. Austin, 2011, 97-98). These elections complicated even more the political situation with the fact that with their results the allocation of seats in parliament did not give a clear majority, while the government won only 40 of the 95 seats in the Constitutional Assembly. This led Zogu's cabinet to resign after two weeks to be replaced by Shefqet Vërlaci. Zogu further continued his great influence on the government, since neither Vërlaci was acceptable to the opposition.
Causes of internal chaos in Albania on the eve of the June Uprising
The parliamentary elections that took place in November/December 1923, which ended on December 27, brought the victory of the political groups that supported Zogu and the policy he was pursuing. On the other hand, the opposition openly rejected the election results, so the country's political situation deteriorated more and more, as a result of the narrow gap between the two sides' votes. Thus, the newly elected Assembly came together on 21 January 1924, at whose head Petro Goga was elected. She made an attempt to pass on important issues, as the final decision on the form of government, the allocation of capital * and finally passed in the elections for the new parliament. However, these issues were not chosen, because the opposition was not interested in pushing these processes forward (Robert C. Austin, 2011, 100-101). This situation is due to the confrontation between the deputies, some of whom were liberal, while others were conservative (Emine Arifi-Bakalli, 2015, 306). The contradictions between them deepend so far, that they were leading the country to anarchy.
It must be said that in early 1924, Albania experienced a deep political and economic crisis. The famine that engulfed the north of the country (economic aspect) and the repetition of the demand by the Serbo-Croat-Slovene Kingdom for St. Naum and Vermosh (political aspect), affected the disturbance of the Albanian public and the holding of many protest rallies (Emine Arifi-Bakalli, 2015, 307).
The assassination attempt against Zogu on 24 Feburary 1924 ** (Historia e Popullit Shqiptar III, 2007, 218) was a signal, that further thwarted the deep political crisis that ruled in Albania. The next day, a group of about 29 opposition members, lead by Fan Noli, Sylejman Delvina, Luigj Gurakuqi, Avni Rrustemi and others, addressed a statement to the High Council, which stated that: "The continuation of the government in power, would mean the total destruction and internal and external confusion, that could be fatal for life of our Fatherland." Furthermore, this document proposed the formation of a government, in which, after the fall of the ministers, a government cabinet and a prime minister should be elected, who would enjoy the trust of all political groups (Emine Arifi-Bakalli, 2015, 307).
Zogu resigned on the same day from his position as prime minister, working against the opposition from an unofficial position, because he asked the regency to appoint Shefqet Vërlaci to form the new government Zogu resigned on the same day from his position as prime minister, working against the opposition from an unofficial position, because he asked the regency to appoint Shefqet Vërlaci to form the new government (Joseph Swire, 2005, 336) . The cabinet of the government
For the setting of the capital, there have had clashes mainly between the organizations Ora e Maleve, which in her program had the appointment of Shkodra for the capital, and the newspaper Politika e Vlorës, which was to make Vlora the capital. ** The assassination of Zogu took place on 23 February 1924 by 17-year-old Beqir Volteri, on the stairs of the Albanian Parliament.
led by Vërlaci, who took office on March 3 * , sparked even more resistance to the opposition, which they as an ally of Zogu and who only represented the interests of the landowners (Robert C. Austin, 2011, 105).
For this reason, about 30 members of the opposition, denounced the cabinet of Vërlaci as Zogu's gadget, whereas the member of Vatra, Faik Konica resigned from his position in parliament. From March 1924 on, the government had three strong opponents: progressive forces lead by Noli, the Kosovo Committee and the Albanian Army (Robert C. Austin, 2011, 105-107).
Under this circumstances, the hope for cooperation between the position and opposition faded even more, while the economic and social situation in Albania worsened day by day. The events that preceded the June Uprising, are without a doubt the killing of two American tourists, G.B. de Long and R.L. Coleman, on 6 April 1924, who were travelling from Tirana to Shkodra (Peter Bartl, 1999, 190) . Their killing supported the accusation of the opposition and the government that further affected the heavy political climate in the country. But the assassination that made the biggest rage in Albania, resulting in accusations' and counter-claims between the opposition and position, was without any doubt the deadly wounding of Avni Rrustemi on 20 April 1924, one of the protagonists of the opposition and the representing member of the organization "Bashkimi". The event was politicized and used by the Albanian opposition, accusing Zogu, for being involved in this assassination. However, the assassination of the parliament member Avni Rrustemi*, was a clear political crime, that had not only an influence on the cutting of bridges of communication between the government and the opposition, but was also the starting point of the spring events of 1924, an event that led to the uprising of June ( Whereas, on 28 April Noli denounced the government was "anti-nationalist", and that the people could expect nothing from the government or the Assembly. The oppositional newspaper Politika, wrote during this period: "Zogu was working against the national interests, because he was a Serbian tool and he, like Esad Pasha, was determined to make Albania a Serbian province" (Politika, 3 maj 1924).
On 30 May * the cabinet of Vërlaci resigned, to be replaced with that of Ilias Vrioni, who became prime minister and foreign minister. After the high officials of Vrioni administration fled to Italy, the military units joined the opposition. On the other side, in Vlora was created the Temporary Administrative Commission (Historia e Popullit Shqiptar III, 2007, 224) , that was a kind of government, but resigned on 15 June, as a result of financial collapse and other factors. Also, the foreign diplomats who were accredited in Tirana, representing the interests of the countries they came from, didn't stay out of these developments. It's important to mention the representatives of the powers, that had political and economic interests in Albania, who incited the governmental forces for resistance. The most engaged in this direction was the representative of Great Britain, H. Aires. government of Noli had an extremely difficult beginning, because of the fact that they came to power the through uprising and because Zogu's preliminary governments had robbed the public finances, had rooted corruption and as a result budget deficit were created. Other problems that followed this government was also the ruling class, which continued to be powerful, then the neighboring states that showed great reservations and without a doubt the lack of support of the Great Powers, that became the main problem and had consequently a fatal outcome for the Noli government and its durability (Robert C. Austin, 2011, 131).
The democratic government of Noli
Since the international recognition was very important, he left Albania for two months (September and October), went to Geneva, a visit that did cause him much internal problems, because his government created many fractions, who saw their narrow interests. Such were the Union, the National Democrats, the Radical Democratic Party and others (Robert C. Austin, 2011, 162-165). Thus, the struggle between these parties grew increasingly harder. As a result, Albania was divided into areas of influence, where each minister had his influence in a specific prefecture * (Sejfi Vllamasi, 2000, 375) . The army began also to show her dissatisfaction, due to the cutback in the budget, and because of the fear that the Noli government will not be able to defend the country's independence (Robert C. Austin, 2011, 165). When Noli returned to Albania, forced by the disfavoring circumstances that were created in his absence, makes a very important decision. Thus, on Noli's government has lost its authority among the people, and the people have lost their confidence that it could bring out the country from the general crisis. There are at least three external and internal factors that accelerated the collapse of Noli's government: 1. Lack of unity within the Albanian opposition * ; 2. The international non-recognition of his government and 3. The lack of government legalization by the Assembly or through elections. But, as researcher Robert C. Austin says, is "the failure to provide outside support, a poorly equipped army and a relatively uninterested population forced Noli to leave Tirana on December 23" (Robert C. Austin, 2011, 321). While Sejfi Vllamasi, in the reasons of his fall, mentions also Noli's agreement with the Soviet ambassador in Rome, for diplomatic relations between the two governments, Noli's speech at the League of Nations in November 1924 and the kerosene that was not given in time or in the time of this government, to the British Society.
After six months of Noli's government, Zogu returned to Albania (24 December 1924), who was in Belgrade at that time. There were many reasons that favored Zogu's return, such as the support of the Great Powers like Great Britain and Italy (Esilda Luku, 2015, 158-176) and neighboring states like Yugoslavia, which helped more than anyone, and Greece. Upon returning to Tirana, Zogu immediately assumed supreme power as dictator and commander-in-chief while the country remained in state of emergency. On the other hand, Noli, his government and about 350 people, moved to Vlora, from where they left for Italy and Greece.
Conclusion
The political circumstances in Albania in the period of 1920-1924 are extremely complex because it is the most dynamic period of events that have played a decisive role not only in political and economic processes. Thus, among the most significant events that took place in Albania in the above mentioned period were unquestionably those of an interior character such as the Congress of Lushnja and the Vlora War (1920), the parliamentary elections (1921) (1922) (1923) , the June Uprising (1924), while external ones are undeniably the recognition of Albania and its borders at the London Conference (9 December 1921) and its membership to the League of Nations (1921). All of these events were undoubtedly accompanied by a series of controversies within the Albanian leadership, a fact that has produced destabilization and stagnation.
In the prefecture of Korça, (Noli), of Gjirokastra (Koço Tasi and Stavro Vinjau), of Vlora and Berat (Qazim Koculit), of Central Albania (Mustafa Kruja), of Kosovo, with the center in Kukës (Bajram Curri) and in the prefecture of Shkodra (Luigj Gurakuqi). We think that the Albanian opposition was united because of Zogu and his view of the Islamic religion, temporarily eliminating the profound differences they had and will continue to have. So, the combined dissatisfaction of the Albanian Catholic and Orthodox population, made them unite, while never agreeing in advance for a unified program.
In this period, Albania was not only not united in the political aspect, but also lacked most of the preliminary conditions that testify to the state unity of the country, such as the high degree of centralization, religious and linguistic unity, and so on. Meanwhile, the fierce political struggle developed in the 1920-1922 period between the highest state institutions (the government, the National Parliament, and the High Council), as well as outside them, damaging the country's normal political development, but failed to stop efforts for its stabilization. But if we highlight also its problems with its neighbors (Yugoslavia and Greece), emerge the difficulties faced in the above-mentioned years. It is worth mentioning that from January 1920 to December 1924 in Albania 13 governments have changed.
But despite the political chaos, as a result of the frequent change of governments and problems with neighbors, this period also marked the peak of the Albanian political life. This arose because political parties appeared, programs were announced, newspapers were published, and above all, a previously unheard political debate took place.
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